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SUMMARY 

This paper supports the concept of operations (ConOps) for the provision and 
use of a regional hazardous weather advisory (RHWA) and calls for the full 
implementation to occur as soon as possible in order to provide advisories 
directly to the users as regional-based notification of significant weather. 
Action by the meeting is in paragraph 3. 

1. INTRODUCTION 

1.1 MET/14-WP/6|CAeM-15/Doc. 6 invites the meeting to formulate the draft 
recommendation for the implementation of a regional advisory system for select en-route hazardous 
meteorological conditions, i.e. those meeting SIGMET information criteria. MET/14-
IP/4|CAeM-15/INF. 4 presents the Draft Concept of Operations for Advisory Services for Hazardous 
Meteorological Conditions related to the draft recommendation. 

1.2 This paper supports the draft recommendation. 

2. DISCUSSION 

2.1 The concept of operations (ConOps) describes the provision and use of a regional 
hazardous weather advisory (RHWA), also referred to in the ConOps as a SIGMET advisory, to be issued 
from a regional center for use by meteorological watch offices (MWOs) for guidance in their issuance of 
the SIGMET information message. The RHWAs would be issued over selected regions of the globe 
where deficiencies in the SIGMET programs exist. 

2.2 Per the ConOps the RHWA programme would be implemented in two phases. The first 
phase has the regional hazardous weather advisory centre (RHWAC) providing the RHWA to MWOs, 
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with the expectation for the MWO to use the RHWA as guidance to issue the SIGMET information 
message. The second and final phase (2016-2020) calls for the RHWAC to provide the advisories directly 
to the user as regional-based notification of significant weather. These concepts should be supported. 

2.3 The RHWA would be issued without restriction to flight information region (FIR) 
boundaries. The establishment of MWOs that issue FIR-based SIGMETs made a lot of sense forty years 
ago because of the limitations in communications technology that required a local center to support air 
traffic services for each FIR. With today’s advancements in technology and communications the original 
MWO concept needs to be examined. Future RHWACs will need to provide information on hazardous 
meteorological conditions, at times spanning multiple FIRs, which can be integrated into flight planning 
and air traffic management decision support systems where necessary. 

2.4 In the real world hazardous meteorological conditions do not stop or dissipate at the FIR 
boundaries. However, the current FIR-based MWO concept often creates conflicting information at these 
FIR boundaries. The United States recognized this issue over thirty years ago and implemented a 
regionalized, non-FIR-based SIGMET model that has been very successful in serving the twenty-one 
FIRs of the contiguous United States. 

2.5 The meeting is invited to formulate the following recommendation: 

 Recommendation 2/x — Regionalized Hazardous Weather 
Advisory Centers (RHWAC) 

That ICAO use the principles of implementing the regionalized
hazardous weather advisory (RHWA) programme in two phases and
consider the provision of RHWAs by RHWACs directly to the user,
as regional-based notification of significant weather, be implemented
as soon as possible. 

3. ACTION BY THE MEETING 

3.1 The meeting is invited to: 

a) note the information contained in this paper; and 

b) consider the adoption of the draft recommendation proposed for the meeting’s 
consideration. 
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